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ABSTRACT
Rohmalia, Lailatul. 2017. A Study on Language Learning Strategies at The Eighth
Grade in MTs N Fillial Popongan academic year 2014/2015. Thesis. English
Education Program, Islamic Education and Teacher Training Faculty. State
Islamic Institute of Surakarta.
Advisor I: Budiasih, M.Hum
Key words: Descriptive Study, Learning Strategy
The objective of the research are to describe the strategies are used in
English learning at the eighth grade students of MTs N Filial Popongan and to
know the advantages of the strategies.
The research methodology that is used in this research is qualitative
research. The subject of the research is the eighth grade students of MTs N Filial
Popongan academic year 2014/2015. It consists of 38 students; 19 male and 19
female. The technique of collecting the data in this research are observation and
interview. The technique of data analysis which is used in this research was
interactive model of analysis, the model of data analysis from Miles and
Huberman. The researcher compares the data that the researcher found  during
observation and interview. After observing the teaching learning process, the
researcher does the crosschecking them to the data of interviews.
The result of this research shows that the eighth grade students of MTs N
filial Popongan apply three main classification of learning strategies by O’Malley
and Chamot. They are metacognitive strategy, cognitive strategy, and social-
affective strategis. The learning strategies that the students use are two
subcategories of metacognitive strategy namely directed atttention and selective
attention. Five subcategories of cognitive strategy namely note taking, keyword ,
imagery, repetition, and resourcing. And two subcategories of social-affective
strategy namely question for clarification and cooperation. The advantages of
implementation the strategies are The advantages of the learning strategies that
apply by the students are; (1) Using language learning strategies appropriately can
make improvement in learners’ language skills. (2) It can be useful for the
students to classify the language material, to remember new words by using
auditory or visual links, and to remember new language information based on its
sounds, (3) make the learners easier to understand the lesson with paying attention
in the classroom, and (4) allows the students to interact with each others.
1CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
A. Background of the study
Communication is something that connects us to social human life.
People cannot life without communication, even he is dumb or deaf. They are
surely having their way for communicate because it has relationship that
everyone cannot live alone, they are social creature. So, communication is
important way for interacting and sharing information to each other. The
main instrument is language.
Language is means of communication among people, by language we
are able to obtain a lot of knowledge and experiences. According to Lehman
(1983:1) language provides the way for human being to take the place in
society, to express their wants, to convey information, and to learn about
people in the world. So many people learn another language to be able to
communicate to others. Therefore language is really important for human
being.
As one of languages, we know that English is the international language
learned in many countries all over the world. It is caused by many aspects of
life, especially those related to international relationship, such as politics,
economics, trades, and cultures. Besides, many field of world demands the
mastery of English. Then many people compete to master it due to the fact
that it gives them bigger chance to get better life.
2Due to the importance of English, Indonesian government has decided
to choose English as a subject from the first grade of Junior High School up
to the third year of Senior High school. Moreover, many elementary schools,
even several kindergartens put English as subject, in order to develop the
student’s English competence. Students of Junior High School, as young
generations need to be communicatively competent in the international
language.
In the world of education, curriculum is plans to get an outcome that is
expected from the learning process. The plan is structurally arranged for each
field, so that is gives as compass and instructions to develop the strategies of
learning. A curriculum is also helpful for the students to reach the maximum
goal of what they have learned. A curriculum therefore is a learning program
specifically designed and systematically arranged for the benefit of group of
students. It is given to the schools to achieve the goal of education. As a
program design, curriculum is the base of the learning process where success
and failure depends is measured in relation to the understanding of the
curriculum being used.
Curriculum is a set of plans and arrangements regarding objectives,
contents and teaching materials and method used as a guide organization of
learning activities to achieve educational goal particular. In our country was
used many kinds of curriculum, some they are curriculum 1994, KBK, KTSP
and the new curriculum is curriculum 2013. Curriculum 2013 is the new
curriculum in our country in teaching learning process.
3In this curriculum the teacher just as fasilitator in teaching learning
process, while the students must be able to active and creative. The students
also have a good personality and easy to understand about all matter in
teaching learning process. The goverment construct this curriculum to make
higher human resource in our country. The goverment hope this curriculum
can improve the students ability in learning English. Students have to master
the four basic language skills. They are listening, speaking, reading, and
writing skill.
In English learning process, the teacher and the students sometimes find
some problems. Sometimes, the teacher found the several students felt
difficult in following the learning process. Several of them even regard that
English is difficult because they often get some difficulties and they give up
being able to master it. So, they feel bored when they are studying English
and it is caused the students cannot understand the learning material well. The
teachers have to use the strategy to improve the students’ knowledge and
motivate the students’ interest in the English learning.
According to Aziz (2009:83), teaching strategy can be considered as
particulars skills that have been mastered by the teacher and performed
repeatedly so that pattern of learning behavior aims to help the students to
achieve the learning objectives. It means that strategies in learning process
are defined as an activity designed by the teacher, in order to provide
convenience to the learners to achieve the learning objectives. Teaching and
learning strategies are chosen way to deliver course material in a particular
4learning environment, which includes the nature, scope and sequence of
activities that can provide learning experiences to the students.
This research is about learning strategy, it is important to study because
learning strategies empowered learner to manage their own learning. By
knowing their learning strategies students will be able to improve their
strategies. Beside that, learner will also be aware of the strategies that might
be more beneficial to be used and which strategies that do not really give
significant influence. Some people think that learning English is difficult
especially for students MTs Negeri Filial Popongan. The students in MTs
Negeri Filial Popongan has difficulties in learning English, the students did
not know many vocabulary so this is the reason why the students think that
learning English is difficult. So, the students need a strategy when they want
to get a better second language acquisition. Strategy is an important part for
learners to achieve  a task. This strategy is useful for learner when it is
suitable with the learner’s task and fifts with the learner’s learning style.
The researcher is interested in doing research in MTs Negeri Filial
Popongan. Some of students in this school think that learning English is
difficult, this is account because English not as mother tongue and they did
not used English to communicate in daily activity. Beside that many students
are minimal master the vocabulary so that the difficulties in understanding
Engslih. On the other side, when the process of learning English in the class,
the teacher taught the students with the same material, media, and method but
they get different achievement. Based on the researcher’s observation, the
5students get the different achievements because they used different learning
strategies in learning English.
The success of the teaching learning process is influenced by many
factors. Those factors came from either inside or outside the individual
character of students, both related to linguistics factors or non-linguistics
factors. Brown (1994: 99) said that the successful of language teaching
learning is also influenced by the extrinsic and intrinsic factors. The extrinsic
factors include teachers, learning material, classroom condition, and all socio
cultural factors, while the intrinsic factor include all personality factors within
a person such as self-esteem, inhibition, risk taking, anxiety, and motivation.
Based on the interview, January 20th 2015, the teacher said that student
was different from one and another. There are students that very easy
understand what the teacher explain in spoken language, but there are some
students that difficult to understand, they need to an example of picture, chart,
and so on.
In this research, the researcher chooses MTs Negeri Filial Popongan
because this school is a developing school, under monitoring by MTs
Prambanan Klaten. This school is located in Solo-Jogja street km 17
Popongan, Tegalgondo, wonosari, Klaten.
The researchers choose the students of Junior High School as the object
of the research because they can be categorized as the beginning of teenager
learners. The second grades of Junior High School are about 13-15 years old.
According to Harder (2009) in Denim and Khairil (2011:73) the fase of
teenager is about 12-18 years old. Psychologically, they have been able to
6control their emotion. The beginning of teenagers has great capacity to learn,
a great potentially creativity, and passionate commitment to thing which
interest them. Furthermore students of Junior High School are prepared to
Senior High School, so they have a good ability for their language learners.
In this research, the researchers choose the eighth grade students
because the students are the middle class. In the seventh grade, they are
usually still try to adapt with their new place of the study. While at the ninth
grade, they must have a good skill in learning because the students of the
class are preparing themselves for the national examination. If they are
chosen, it might be disturb their preparation. So, the researcher chooses the
eighth grade students as object in this research.
Based on the description above, the researcher would like to conduct
the research entitle “A Study of English Language Learning Strategies at the
eighth grade students in MTs Negeri Filial Popongan 2014/2015 academic
year”.
B. Identification of the study
Based on the background of the study above, some problem which can
be identified are:
1. How are the process of learning English in the class?
2. What method do the students use in learning English?
3. What are the problem faced by the students in learning English?
4. What are the difficulties faced by the students in learning English?
5. How the students solve the problem in learning English?
7C. Limitation of the study
This study is limited on the study of English language learning of the
eighth grade students in MTs Negeri Filial Popongan 2014/2015 academic
year. Researchers choose the eighth grade students as the subject because in
the level, psychologically, the students had good adaptation to learn in Junior
High School. The students also easy to be conditioned by the teacher so that
teaching learning can run well.
D. Problem of statement
Based on the background of the study above, the researcher formulated
the question as follows:
1. What strategies are used in English language learning at the
eighth grade students in MTs Negeri Filial Popongan 2014/2015?
2. What are the advantages of the strategies that the students used
on English language learning at the eighth grade student of MTs
Negeri Filial Popongan 2014/2015?
E. Objective of the study
The objectives of the research are formulated as follows:
1. To describe the strategies are used in English language learning at the
eighth grade students in MTs Negeri Filial Popongan 2014/2015
academic year.
82. To know the advantages of English language learning strategies at the
eighth grade students in MTs Negeri Filial Popongan 2014/2015
academic year.
F. Research benefits
1. Theoretical Benefit
a. This research is expected to be significance as an input in English
language learning process.
b. This study is also expected to give profitable description for any
further researcher who wants to study the same case.
c. This study becomes helpful information and useful reference to
the next study.
2. Practical Benefit
a. The result of this research will be helpful for both students and
teacher to reduce the problem in English language learning.
b. This research is expected can give the ideas for English teacher
about how to teach English well.
c. This research is expected can give the ideas for the students about
how to learn English well.
G. Definition of key terms
1. Learning
Learning is acquiring or getting of knowledge of a subject or a
skill by study, experience or instruction. (Brown, 2001:7)
92. Language Learning Strategies
Language learning strategies are specific action done by the
learners to learning easier, faster, more self-directed, more effective
and more transferable to new situation. (Oxford, 1990:1)
3. Qualitative research
Qualitative research is multi method in focus, involving an
interpretative, naturalistic approach to its subject matter (Denzin and
Lincoln:194). This means that qualitative researcher study things in
their natural setting, attempting to make sense of or interpret
phenomenon in terms of the meanings people bring to them.
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CHAPTER II
THEORITICAL REVIEW
A. The Nature of  Teaching Learning Process
1. The Definition of Teaching
Teaching is a process that involves the teaching learning process.
Mulyasa (2006: 100) explains that teaching is an interaction process done
by students and the environment in order that the human/student
behaviour changes to be  better. Teaching is given lesson to somebody,
giving somebody knowledge, skill, etc. (Oxford Learner Pocket
Dictionary, 2003: 443). In the teaching process, there will involve the
interaction between person, material, facilities, tools, and the procedure
that all of them are influence each others in getting the teaching goal.
(Hamalik, 1993:7). Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn
how to do something, giving instruction, guiding in the study, providing
with knowledge, causing to know or understand (Brown, 2000:7). So,
teaching is an effort to use optimally the component of teaching to gain
the skill and knowledge of the students to be better.
Brown (2000: 7) states that teaching is guiding and facilitating
learning, enabling the learner to learn, setting the conditions for learning.
It means that teaching provides assistance and facilities to the students in
order to the students can learn well. While Holkes et al (in Richard
freeman, 1996: 242) states that teaching is cognitive as wel, as behavioral
activity, and that teacher’ theories and belief about teaching, teacher and
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learner guide their practical of knowledge classroom actions. It means
that teaching is transfering process of knowledge from teacher to the
students. Teacher must know about the teaching activity and the behavior
of students. It can conclude that teaching provide assistance and facilities
to the students to transfer knowledge from teacher to the students.
2. The Definition of Learning
Learning is an activity or work, which is done by the learner during
the teaching learning process to get the knowledge (Brown, 2000:18).
Learning is a part of the larger and much more significant process of
adjustment to environmental behavior (Mouly, 1968:297). Learning can
be defined as an experiential process resulting in a relatively permanent
change in behavioral that cannot be explained by temporary states,
maturation, or innate response tendencies. This definition of learning has
three important component: first, learning reflects a change in potential
of behavior. second, the bahevior changes that the learning causes are not
always permanent. Third, changes in behavior can due to process other
learning our behavior can change as a result of a motivational change
rather than because of learning.
Learning is a process of acquire knowledge, develop skills,
improve the behavior and strengthen the personality (Suryono and
Hariyanto, 2011:9). In short, learning is a process acquire knowledge,
develop skills, improve the behavior and strengthen the personality
which is done by the learner/student.
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3. Teaching Learning Process
Teaching and learning are two kind activity that can not be
separated. In every teaching activity, learning activity occurs inside.
According Sutisna(2005:6) in Langit(2015:18) teaching learning process
is a process of interaction between teacher and learners in the educational
situation to achieve a certain goal. Interaction between teacher and
learners is a key condition for the implementation of the learning process.
User states that the teaching learning is not just delivering the message in
the form of learning materials, but the planting of attitudes and values on
learners (Muhammad and Sulistyorini, 2012:27). The process of teaching
learning has a meaning and broader sense than teaching. In that process
implied an activity inseparable unity between learners who learn and
teachers who teach. Those two activities support each other.
Sardiman (2012:14) states that teaching learning process will
always be interaction between two human elements, namely learners as
those who learn and the teacher as those who teach, with learners as the
primarily subject. The learning process must grow and involve from the
child’s own self, in other hand, children must actively learn while teacher
act as mentors.
The good of learning is the learning itself makes the learners
become good people and act nobly. By learning, the learners are expected
to have not only be better understanding to certain knowledge but also a
better personality since the exact purpose of education is to educate both
academic and spiritual sides of the students. Besides, in teaching process,
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there are some components to support teaching learning process runs
well and be effective. Those components are related to each other, the
teaching process will be interrupted if there is missing components. The
teaching learning process need some components to prepare in order that
the process run well there are learning objective, the curriculum and
syllabus model, the role of teacher and the students, the material and
evaluation (Richard, 1985:70).
4. Language Skill
a. Listening Skill
Listening is the language skill that used most frequently, it has been
estimated that adults spend almost half their communication time
listening, and students may receive as much as 90% of their school
information through listening to instructors and to one another
(Fauziati, 2010: 3). According to Brown in Improving Students
Listening Ability Using Cartoon Movie divided the type into four
types, there are;
1) Intensive is listening for perception of the component (phonemes,
words, intonation, etc) of a larger stretch of the language.
2) Responsive is listening to a relatively short stretch of the language
(greeting, question, command, comprehension check, etc) in order
to make an equality short response.
3) Selective is listening to the short monologs for several minutes in
order to scan certain information (e, g classroom direction for a
teacher, TV, radio news items, or story).
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4) Extensive is listening to develop a top-down, global understanding
of long speech or conversation and it has comprehensive purposes
(e.g listening to get the main idea, making inference from all of
part of listening).
b. Speaking Skill
According to Hornby (1995: 826) in Improving Students’
Speaking Through Short Story Telling, speaking is making use of
words in an ordinary voice, offering words, knowing and being able to
use a language expressing one-self in words and making speech. The
elements of speaking skill according to Harmer (1998; 266-271) in
Improving Students’ Speaking Through Short Story Telling, there are
four elements in the speech process, those are;
1) Pronunciation
Pronunciation is the students’ way to utter English well. Besides,
pronunciation is one of the difficult language components because
it deals with phonology.
2) Vocabulary
Vocabulary means the appropriate diction which is used in
conversation. Without having a sufficient vocabulary, someone
cannot communicate effectively or express ideas in both oral and
written form.
3) Grammar
It concerns with how to arrange a correct sentence in conversation.
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4) Fluency
It can be defined as the ability to speak fluently and accurately
suited with professional necessity. Basically, being fluent means
being able to keep the language corning.
c. Reading Skill
According to Fauziati (2010: 38-40), there are several activities
that can provide knowledge to help learners from prediction in
develop reading skill.
1) Advance Organizer
Selgeri in Fauziati (2010: 38) states that using advance organizer
means that before the students are given actual text, the teachers
gives them similar text dealing with the same topic.
2) Previewing
Previewing is one of the activities while students read a text.
Before learners read the text, teachers should give some
information about the text. This activity will help students to point
out the main idea of the text. In this case the teacher can review
titles, section heading, and photo caption to get a sense of the
structure and content of the reading section.
3) Skimming and Scanning
Skimming is searching for general ideas of a passage while
scanning is searching more focused. It means scanning is read
quickly in order to find specific information such as finding date,
name, number, etc.
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4) Prediction
According to psycholinguistic models of reading, “efficient
reading depends, to a large extent, on making correct prediction
with minimal sampling” (Carrel and Eisterhold in Fauziati,
2010:39). It is very useful for students to make a prediction based
on the title, subtitle, and the non-linguistic context. Students can
use knowledge of the subject matter to help them in understanding
the text.
d. Writing Skill
Writing as a process of expressing ideas through in words should
be done at our leisure (Susanto Leo dkk, 2007:1). Brown and Hood
(1989: 6) describe three main stages of the writing process, there are;
1) Preparing to write
Most writing requires some preparation. It depends on the reader,
purpose, content, and writing simulation.
2) Drafting
The drafting stage is where you really begin writing. There are
some ideas which are use in drafting, such as using the writing
space, getting started abn keeping going.
3) Revising
It involves checking that the content and purpose are clear and
appropriate for the reader, in the particular writing situation. It
involves arranging, changing, adding, leaving out words and so
on.
17
5. Language Learning strategies
Brown (2001:201) defined strategies as specific method of
approaching a problem or task, modes of operation for achieving a
particular end, or planned designed for controlling and manipulating
certain information. Meanwhile, strategies with regard to learning
according to Oxford (1990:1) are specific action done by learners to
make learning easier, faster, more self-esteem, more effective and more
transferable to new situation.
Richard and Platt (1992:209) in Hismanoglu 2000 state that the
learning strategies are intentional behavior and thoughts used by learners
during learning so as to better help them understand learn, or remember
new information. Other definition is put forward by Weyden and Rubin
(1987 cited in Hismanoglu 2000) stated that language learning strategies
are any set of operations, steps, plans used by learners to facilitate the
obtaining, storage retrieval, and use of information.
According to explanation above learning strategies is important
thing for someone when they learning English. Learning strategies helps
the students learning English easier, faster, more self-directed and
enjoyable on their learning.
B. Classification of Language Learning Strategies
Researcher used their own observation to describe language learning
strategies based on categories derived from research in first language contexts
(O’Malley and Charmot, 1990) or developed a comprehensive list of learning
strategies derive from many sources (Oxford,1990). This study will concern
18
with strategy classification by Oxford (1990) since as Ellis (1994: 539) stated
that perhaps the most comprehensive classification of learning strategies to
date is that provided by Oxford (1990). A fundamental feature of this
classification is a distinction between direct and indirect strategies.
The direct class is composed of memory, cognitive and compensation
strategies. Memory or mnemonic strategies refer to strategies employed by
learner in storing and retrieving information. They help learners (1) to place
new words into a context, (2) to classify language material into meaningful
units, (3) to relate new language information to concept in memory by means
of meaningful visual imaginary, (4) to remember new words by using
auditory and visual links, (5) to remember new language information based
on its sounds, (6) to use creative but tangible technique, particularly involving
moving or changing something concrete, in order to remember new target
language information.
Cognitive strategies are typically found to be the most popular
strategies with language learners. They help learners; (1) to say or do
something over and over, (2) to practice sounds as pronunciations and
intonations, (3) to use skimming to determine the main idea or specifics
points and (4) to make a summary or abstract of a longer passage.
Compensation strategies refer to learner’ behavior in using language to
compensate their lack of appropriate vocabulary, and also are used to make
up of lack grammatical knowledge. This strategies also help learner to
overcome limitation in speaking by using strategies such as (1) switching to
mother tongue, (2) getting help, (3) using mime or gesture, (4) selecting the
19
topic, (5) adjusting or approximating the message, (6) coining words, and (7)
using a circumlocution or synonym.
Whereas, the indirect class is made up of metacognitive strategies for
coordinating the learning process, affective strategies for regulating emotions,
and social strategies for learning with others. The direct category is like the
performer in a stage play “(Oxford, 1990: 14). Metacognitive strategies refer
to learner’s behavior in centering, arranging, planning and evaluating their
learning process. Metacognitive strategies encompass (1) playing attention,
(2) delaying speech production to focus on listening, (3) organizing, (4)
setting goals and objectives, (5) planning for a language task, (6) self
monitoring and (7) self evaluating.
Affetive strategies refer to how learner can lower their anxieties, control
their emotions and how they motivate themselves. They involve (1) using
music, (2) progressive relaxation, deep breathing or mediation, (3) taking risk
wisely, (4) writing a language learning diary, (5) discussing learners feeling
with someone else.
Social strategies refers to learner’ activities involving other people for
instance, by asking question to their teacher or their collages, by cooperating
with peers, and by asking correction. They encompass (1) asking for
clarification or verification, (2) cooperating with proficient language users,
(3) developing cultural understanding, and (4) becoming aware of others
thoughts and feelings.
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Table 2.1 Summarize the classification of language learning strategies
by Oxford (1990:17).
Type Strategies group Strategies set
Direct strategies Memory strategies a. Creating mental linkages
b. Applying images and
sounds
c. Reviewing well
d. Employing action
Cognitive strategies a. Practicing
b. Reviewing and sending
and message
c. Analyzing and reasoning
d. Creating structure for
input and output
Compensation
strategies
a. Guessing intelegence
b. Overcoming limitations
in speaking and writing
Indirect strategies Affective strategies a. Lowering your anxiety
b. Encouraging yourself
c. Taking your emotional
temperature
Metacognitive
strategies
a. Centering your learning
b. Arranging and planning
your learning
Social strategies a. Asking question
b. Cooperating with others
c. Emphasizing other
Further Oxford (1990) elaborates the application to those strategies into four
language skills which can be shown in table 2.2
Strategies group Strategies set Application
Memory
strategies
a. Creating mental
linkages
1. Grouping
2. Associating/
elaborating
3. Placing new word into
context
b. Applying images
and sounds
1. Using imagenary
2. Semantic mapping
3. Using keywords
4. Representing sound in
memory
c. Reviewing well 1. Structured reviewing
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d. Employing action 1. Using physical
response
2. Using mechanical
technique
Cognitive
strategies
a. Practicing 1. Repeating
2. Formally practicing
with sound and writing
system
3. Recognizing and using
formulas/patterns
4. Recombining
5. Practicing
naturalisticaly
b. Receiving and
sending message
1. Getting the idea
quickly
2. Using resources for
receiving and sending
message
c. Analyzing and
reasoning
1. Reasoning deductively
2. Analyzing expressions
3. Translating
4. Transfering
d. Creating structure
for input and
output
1. Taking notes
2. Summarizing
3. Highlighting
Compensation
strategie
a. Guessing
intelligently
1. Using linguistics clues
2. Using other clues
b. Overcoming
limitation in
speaking and
writing
1. Switching to the L1
2. Getting help
3. Using mime or gesture
4. Avoiding
communication
partially or totally
5. Selecting the topic
6. Adjusting/
appoximating the
message
7. Coining words
8. Using circumlocution
Metacognitive
strategies
a. Centering your
learning
1. Over viewing and
linking with already
known material
2. Playing attention
3. Delaying speech
production to focusing
on listening
b. Arranging and
palnning your
1. Finding out about
language learning
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learning 2. Organizing
3. Setting goals/
objectives
4. Identifying the purpose
of language task
5. Planning for language
task
6. Seeking practice
opportunities
c. Evaluating your
learning
1. Self monitoring
2. Self evaluating
Table 2.2 the application of language learning strategies into four language skills.
Strategies
group
Strategies set Application
Affective
strategies
a. Lowering your
anxiety
1. Using progressive
relaxation, deep
breathing, or
mediation
2. Using music
3. Using laughter
b. Encouraging
yourself
1. Making positive
statement
2. Taking risk wisely
3. Rewarding yourself
c. Taking your
emotional
temperature
1. Listening to your
body
2. Using a checklist
3. Writing language
learning diary
4. Discussing
Social strategies a. Asking question 1. Asking for
clarification
2. Asking for correction
b. Cooperating with
other
1. Cooperating with
peers
2. Cooperating with
proficient English
users
c. Empathizing with
other
1. Developing cultural
understanding
2. Becoming aware of
others’ thought and
feeling
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1. Direct Language Strategies
a. Memory strategies
Memory strategies are based on simple principles like playing
things out in order, making association and reviewing. The principles
are employed when a learner faces of vocabulary learning. The words
and phrases can be associated with visual images that can be stored
and retrieved for communication. Many learners make use of visual
images, but some find it to connect words and phrases with sound,
motion or touch.
The used of memory strategies are most frequency applied in
the beginning process of language learning. As the learners advance to
higher level of proficiency memory strategies are mentioned very little.
It is not that the use cases, but the awareness of its use becomes less.
Here is an example to apply memory strategies by making
association. If a learner wants to remember the name Solange of a
French person, it could be associated by saying Solanges face is so
long.
b. Cognitive strategies
There are perhaps the most popular strategies with language
learners. The target language is manipulated or transformed by
repeating, analyzing or summarizing. The four sets in this group are;
practicing, reviewing and sending message, analyzing and reasoning,
and creating structure for input and output.
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Practicing is the most important in this group which can be
achieved by repeating, working with sounds and writing, and using
pattern. The tools of receiving and sending message are used when
learners try to find the main idea through skimming and scanning. It is
not necessary to check every word. The adult learners commonly use
analyzing and reasoning strategies. There are used to understand the
meaning and expression of the largest language. There also used to
make new expressions.
Here is an example of a learner who practices with sounds of
the words that have letters ‘ough’. The word through, though, tough
and trough contain ough but sound different. To understand them
better the learner may make own phonetic spelling; throw, tow, tuff,
and trough.
1) Repetition.
It is imitating a language model, including overt practice
and silent rehearsal. For example, the students repeats a
text more than one until the mastered.
2) Resourcing translation.
It is using target language reference material and the first
language as a base for understanding and/or producing the
second language. For example; the students make the
dialog in Indonesia then translate it to English.
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3) Grouping.
It is rearranging that should be learned based on the general
materials. For example; the students organizing learning on
the basic of common attributes.
4) Note-taking.
It is writing down the key words or concepts in abbreviated
verbal, graphic, or numerical from while listening or
reading. For example; the students prepares the book to
catch all the materials while listening section.
5) Deduction.
It is consciously applying the rules to use and understand
second language. For example; the students conscious
apply of the rules to processing the second language.
6) Recombination.
It is contracting a meaningful sentences or larger language
sequence by combining known elements in a new way. For
example; the students apply basic knowledge and material
(tense) in paragraph.
7) Imagery.
It is linking new information with visual concepts in the
memory through visualization in order to remember easily.
For example; the students use illustration that has relation
with the topic in order to memorize faster.
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8) Auditory representation.
It is using sound to memorize words, phrases, or sentences.
For example; when the students are trying to learn how to
say something, the students speak it in their mind first.
9) Keyword.
It is remembering anew word in the second language by
identifying a familiar word in the first language that sounds
like or otherwise resembles the new word and generating
easily recalled images of some relationship between the
new word and the familiar word. For example; identify a
familiar word that the students hear.
10) Contextualization.
It is placing a word or phrase in a meaningful language
sequence. For example; when the students study about
simple past tense they try to make story about legend.
11) Elaboration.
It is relating new information to prior knowledge, relating
different parts of new information to associations with the
new information. For example; the students relate new
information to other concept in memory.
12) Transfer.
It is using conceptual or linguistics knowledge to make
easier in second language learning task. For example; if the
students talking about something he/she has already learnt
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(in English), all he/she has to do is remember the
information and try to put it into Indonesia.
13) Inferencing.
It is using available information to guess meaning of new
item, predict outcomes, or fill in missing information. For
example; the student things of the whole meaning of the
sentence and then he/she can get the meaning of new word.
c. Compensation strategies
Learners use compensation strategies of the target language
when they have insufficient knowledge of the target language. The
strategies make up for the deficiency in grammar and vocabulary.
When learners do not know new words and expression, they guess the
meaning. A learner brings own life experience to interpret data by
guessing.
Compensation strategies are also used in production when
grammatical knowledge is in competes. When a learner does not know
the subjunctive from of verb, a different from may be used to convey
the message.
Here is an example of guessing based on partial knowledge of
the target language. When a learner recognizes the words shovel,
grass, mower, and lawn in a conversation, it could be understood that it
is about gardening.
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2. Indirect Language Strategies
a. Metacognitive strategies
Metacognitive strategies go beyond cognitive mechanism and
give learners to coordinate their learning. This helps them to plan
language learning in an efficient way. When new vocabulary, rules,
and writing system confuse the learner, these strategies become vital
for successful language learning. Three set of strategies belong this
group and they are; centering your learning, arranging and planning
your learning, and evaluating your learning. The aim of centering
learning is to give a focus to the learner so that the attention could be
directed toward certain language activities or skills. Arranging and
planning learning helps learners to recognize so they may get
maximum benefit from their energy and effort. Evaluating learning
helps learners with problem like monitoring error and evaluation of
progress. Research has found that compared to cognitive strategies are
used less consistently by the learners.
Here is an example of arranging and planning learning. For
learners who want to the news in the target language can plan the task
by first determining what topics might be covered in the program.
Most of the news programs have segments of politics and economics.
The learner can look up the word related to the topics before listening
to the news. This would better prepare the learner.
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b. Social strategies
Social strategies are very important in learning a language
because language used in communication and communication occurs
between people. Three set of strategies are included in this group;
asking question, cooperating with others, and empathizing with others.
Among the three, asking question is the most helpful and
comes closest to understanding the meaning. It is also help in
conversation by generating response from the partner and shows
interest and involvement.
Cooperation with others eliminates competition and it place
bring this group. Studies show that cooperative learning results in
higher self-esteem, increased confidence, and rapid achievement.
Learners do not naturally apply cooperative strategies because of
strong emphasis put on competition by educational institutions.
Sometimes competition brings a strong wish to perform better than
others, but it often result in anxiety and fear of failure. It is important
to help learners change their attitudes from confrontation and
competition to cooperation.
Empathy is very important in communication. Empathy means
to put oneself in someone else situation to understand that person point
of view. Learners can use social strategies to develop cultural
understanding and becoming aware of thoughts and feeling of others.
Learners can apply the strategy of cooperating with others by
doing something together in language they are learning. Daily
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telephone conversation with a friend in the target language is example
to practice listening and speaking skills.
c. Affective strategies
The affective factors like emotion, attitude, motivation and
values influence learning in an important way. These set of strategies
are included in this group. There are lowering your anxiety,
encouraging yourself, and taking your emotional temperature.
Good language learners control their attitudes and emotions
about learning and understanding that negative feeling retard learning.
Teacher can help generated positive feeling in class by giving students
more responsibility, increasing the amount of natural communication,
and teaching affective strategies.
Anxiety could be both helpful and harmful. It is felt that a
certain amount of anxiety is helpful for learners because it helps them
obtain their optimum level of performance. Too much anxiety has the
opposite effect where it hinders language learning. Anxiety often takes
forms of worry, frustration, insecurity, fear and self-doubt. A common
high anxiety creating situation for learners is to perform before the
peers and teacher when they are not prepared.
Here is an example of how the learners try to lower their
anxiety. Some listen to their favorite music for a few minutes before
practicing the target language.
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C. Good Language Learners
This study is also intended to investigate good language learner,
language learning strategies and their relationship with their achievement
in learning English. Therefore, it is considered necessary to discuss the
characteristics of good language learners. According to Harmer (2002;
335) one of the characteristic of good language learners is that they
enthusiastic and spend more time learning ‘on their own’ and feel positive
about themselves and about their learning both after and during a term in
which self directed learning have been actively promoted by the teacher.
Harmer further that to compensate for the limit of the classroom time and
to counter the positive that is an enemy of true learning, students needs to
develop their own learning strategies, so that as far as possible they
become autonomous learners.
Successful second language learners, according to Brown (1985) in
Oxford (2002), are usually people who know how to manipulate style (as
well as strategy) levels in their day today encounters. They elaborated that
successful learners often use metacognitive strategies such as organizing,
evaluating, and planning their learning. Use of this behaviors, along with
cognitive strategies such analyzing, reasoning, transferring information,
taking notes, and summarizing, might be considered part of any definition
of truly effective learning.
Thompson (as stated in Brown, 2001:209) described more briefly the
characteristics of good language learners. Those are described as follows:
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1. They find their own way taking charge of their learning
2. They are creative, developing a ‘feel’ for the language
experimenting with its grammar and words.
3. They make their own opportunities for experimenting with its
grammar and words.
4. They make their own opportunities for practice in using the
language continuing to talk or listen without understanding every
word.
5. They use mnemonic and other memory strategies to recall what
has been learned.
6. They make error work for them in comprehension.
7. They use linguistics knowledge, including knowledge of their first
language, in learning a second language.
8. They use contextual cues to help them in comprehension.
9. They learn to make intelligent guesses.
10. They learn chunks of language as whole and formalized routines
to help them perform ‘beyond their competence’.
11. They learn certain production strategies to fill in their own
competence.
12. They learn different styles of speech and writing and learn to vary
their language according to the formality of the situation.
Junior high school (intermediate school) was formed in the early
twentieth century and serve to functional as the educational bridge between
primary and secondary schools. After graduating from the elementary
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school, students attend middle school for three years from the age of 12-14.
After year of schooling and graduation, students may move on senior high
school (Caroline and Nunan, 2005:90). Junior high school learners are
qualitatively different than younger learners. Teachers and parents can
significantly enhance the learning of students this age by understanding the
cognitive and social characteristics of junior high school learners.
Using the right instructional strategies to maximize the learning
advantages and address the learning challenges of junior high school
learners can make all difference in their success.
1. Junior High School Cognitive Development
By age twelve until fourteen, most of the students have begun
developing the ability to understand symbolic, ideas and abstract
concept. According to Piaget’s classification students will arrange
in development from operational stage. Generally, most students
share the following characteristics:
a. Curios and willing to learn thing they consider useful
b. Enjoy solving “real-life” problem
c. Focused on themselves and how they are perceived by their
peers
d. Resist adult authority and asserts independence
e. Beginning to think critically
2. Junior High School Social Development
Most middle scholars experience conflicting values due to
changing roles within their family structure and increasing
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influence of peers. Generally, most students share the following
characteristics:
a. Need to feel part of peers group, consisting of boys and girls,
and are influenced by peer pressure and conformity to their
group.
b. Need frequent physical activity and movement
c. Need adult support, guidance and calm direction.
D. Previous Related study
The researcher has found another previous related study that is
relevant with the research study to prove the originality at the research.
The first previous study was written by Lulus Irawati (2008) entitled
“Learning Strategies Used by Different Gender in Speaking class of IKIP
PGRI Madiun. The research was conducted from July 2007 until February
2008 in IKIP PGRI Madiun. The result of the study is aim to gain the
information on the use learning strategies in Speaking class of university
students, in this case IKIP PGRI Madiun seen from different gender.
The second previous study was written by Reni Safitri (2014) entitled
“Language Learning Strategies used by English teacher to motivate
students at the eighth grade of SMP Nurul Islam Boyolali 2013/2014
academic year”. The result of the study is the correlation between
motivation and teaching learning process of the eighth grade students of
SMP Nurul Islam. The technique of the research was qualitative research.
In this research the researcher found four language strategies used by the
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English teacher to motivate the students, there are; (1) creating mental
linkages that consist of grouping and placing words into context, (2)
applying images that consist of imagery and semantic mapping, (3)
translating, a process of changing words or text from Indonesia into
English or from English into Indonesia to master or produce the English
language text, (4) structured reviewing, a strategy that is used in order to
make the students remember vocabularies that the students can learn.
The third research is Septi Triana (UMS, 2012) entitled “Learning
Strategies in Reading Used by the second year students of SMA
Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta” the result of the research shows that the
three subject of this research use metacognitive strategy, cognitive
strategy, and social-affective strategy based on O’Malley and Chamot to
improve their reading skill.
The similarity of the previous study above to this research is focus of
study based on learning strategies. The first research focus on learning
strategies in speaking skill by seen different gender, the second research
focus on learning strategies of English teacher and the third research focus
on learning strategies in reading skill. On the other hand, are also having
difference, the difference is in subject and data sources. This research
focus on process of language learning strategies at the eighth grade in MTs
Negeri Filial Popongan and this study are describe the process, the
students response, and the advantages and disadvantages of learning
strategies for the eighth grade students of MTs Negeri Filial Popongan in
the academic year 2014/2015.
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CHAPTER III
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
In this chapter, the researcher reports the research methodology. There
are some parts of research methodology will be explained in this chapter. They are
the research design, subject of the study, setting of the research, the research
instrument, source of data and the technique of collecting the data, technique of
analyzing data, and the trustworthiness of the data.
A. Research Design
Method is very important in research, because it is to get deep
understanding about the problem being discussed and valid and realisable
data. In this research, the researcher uses the descriptive qualitative data
which provide an accurate description of observation of the phenomena in the
form of the words. According to Leody (1980:4) research is manner in which
we attempt to solve problem in systematic effort to push back the frontiers of
human ignorance or to confirm the validity of the solution. It means that
research is the way of thinking and the way of looking for at accumulated fact
so that those data can become meaningful in the total process of discovering.
According to Bogdan and Taylor (1976) in Moleong (1989:3)
qualitative research is a research which yields the descriptive data in the form
of written or oral words from observing people behavior. based on statement
above, the researcher wants to get some information about the research. This
research used qualitative research which is focus on the description to answer
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the question about the advantage and disadvantages of language learning
strategies in English learning. This research is also tried to describe about the
students’ response in the implementation of learning strategies in English
learning.
B. Subject of the Study
The type of the data taken was qualitative data since this research used
qualitative approach. The data are the descriptive data of written or spoken
words and observed behavior. The subject of the research was the students at
the eighth grade students of VIII B MTs Negeri Filial Popongan in the
academic year 2014/2015. The students consist of 19 male and 19 female.
C. Setting of the Research
Setting of the research is conducted in MTs Negeri Filial Popongan. It
is located at Solo-Jogja street km 17, Popongan, Tegalgondo, Wonosari,
Klaten. The researcher focuses on learning strategies at the eighth grade
students in MTs Negeri Filial Popongan.
D. The Research Instrument
The main instrument of this research is the researcher herself because
the research is descriptive qualitative research. In this kind of research, the
research is the main instrument of the research (Nasution, 1992:55). The
researcher will be more active to do this research. The researcher herself is
the main tool to get the information or data for this research. In this process of
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collecting the data, it also uses some additional instruments such as recording
equipment, interview guidance, and field note books.
E. Source of Data and Technique of Collecting data
1. Source of Data
The data of this research were analyzed by using descriptive
qualitative. According to Sutopo (2002:53), qualitative research is
procedure resulting descriptive data such as writing an oral from people
and behavior that capable of control. Data are the result of the researcher
notes, both the fact and value (Arikunto, 2002:96). In this research, the
source of the data was the implementation of learning strategies used by
learner on teaching learning process at the eighth grade students in MTs
Negeri Filial Popongan.
a. Events
Sutopo (2002:53) stated that based on the observation in the
event or activity, the researcher would know about the process how
something happens, because of direct of observation. This event of
this research is in the form of teaching learning process in the
classroom to observe the learning strategies used by the learner at
the eighth grade students in MTs Negeri Filial Popongan.
b. Informants
Sutopo (2002:50) stated that informant is an individual that
has important role in giving information which is chosen as a
subject by researcher that will be informant. The researcher took
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the teacher and the students of the eighth grade students as the
informant to be interviewed.
c. Document
According to Sutopo (2002:54) document is written the
material which related with certain events or activities. In this
research, the documents as source of the data are syllabus, lesson
plan, and materials. This thing applied in teaching learning process
of MTs Negeri Filial Popongan.
2. Technique of Collecting Data
According to Sutopo (2002), the required data and information
are taken from observation, interview, and document.
a. Observation
The observation method involves the researcher in watching,
recording, and analyzing events of interest (Blaxter, Hughes, and
Tight, 1996:1858). Observation is a method of collecting data and
an activity of viewing the research subject in detail. As a non
participant observer, the researcher comes and observed the
teaching learning process in English several times along the
research period to see, hear, and record what happen during
teaching learning process.
To get the data the researcher do some activity when
observation. First; the researcher visited to MTs N Fillial and met
the headmaster and then asked the permission to do this research.
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After getting permission, the researcher met English teacher to
discuss what would be done during the research. Second; the
researcher has observed the teaching learning process in the
classroom. The researcher came into the classroom and observed
the process of English teaching learning. The researcher did not
taken part actively and interacted with the teacher and the students
during the process.
b. Interview
Sutopo (2002:59) stated that interview in the descriptive
qualitative research generally is done by giving the open-ended
question which purposed to gain the deep information and it is
done by using non-structural formally things in order to get the
views of the subject observed about many things that bring
advantages for gaining the detailed information. In this research,
the researcher interviews the teacher and the students.
c. Document
Documentation is an official paper, form, book, etc giving
information about something, evidence or proof of something, or
record of something (Hornby, 1995:34). In this research, the data
are found from syllabus, lesson plan, and the material control.
F. Technique  of Analyzing Data
Data analysis is a process of managing the sequenced of data,
organized the data into a pole, category, and unit of basic explanation
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(Patton, 1980:268) in Safitri (2014). Further Bogdan and Taylor (1975:79)
defines data analysis as a process which details an effort formally to find the
theme and to formulate the work hypotheses as suggested by the data and as
an effort to give a help the theme and the work hypotheses (Basrowi,
2008:91).
From the definition above, the conclusion is that the data analysis is
a process to organize and to arrange the data into a structure, category, and
unit of basic explanation so that it can be found the theme and can be
formulated by the data. By principles, data analysis of qualitative research
is done together with the process of data collecting. The technique of
analysis which is used in the qualitative is by using technique of data
analysis that suggested by Miles and Huberman (1992:19-20). This
technique consists of three events: data reduction, data presentation, and
make a conclusion of data (verification of data).
1. Data Reduction
Reduction of data means process of choosing, centering
attention, abstracting and transforming the hard data which is
took from field of research. This process is run since the
research happened, from the beginning of the research to the
end of the research. In the process of data reduction, researcher
has to find the real valid data. When the researcher knows the
trustworthiness of the data still less, the data will be rechecked
to other informant as the source of data.
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Reduction of data is done as a process of selecting,
focusing, shortening and abstracting the data collected from the
research location. Making a note, summary and coding the data
source, and focusing in collecting the data are needed when we
are doing research. It means that this process aims to reduce, to
shorten, and to reject which one is important to describe the
quality of the language learning strategies in teaching learning
process at the eighth grade students of MTs N Fillial Popongan
in the academic year 2014/2015.
2. Data Display
Presentation of data is arranged information which gives
occasions to get conclusion and do an action. This step is effort
to arrange and to reintegrate all of data collection from
research’s field. The data is data that has been selected, shorted,
and coded in the step of reduction of data. The presentation of
data is done by arranging the information systematically in a
description from that explains about the researcher’s
conclusion. The researcher’s conclusion is in a logical and
systematical sentence so it can be understood by reader.
In this stage, the researcher wishes to present the
correlation of organization information in qualitative research,
the data taken are in the form of words. The data are presented
in the narration of word by the researcher. All the data obtained
from the observation, interview, and documentation. It is the
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way to collect the research data and it helps the researcher do
the research. In the observation, the researcher will know about
the teaching learning process, the strategy is used by the teacher
as long as the teacher tough. From the interview, the researcher
will know about the learning strategies from the teacher and
students’ opinion.
3. Conclusion of Data
After describing the data, the researcher made analysis
about the data. The researchers present the data from the
teacher and the students from the study of language learning
strategies during teaching learning process. The researcher also
presents the data from the teacher and students’ response
toward the learning strategy in teaching learning process. After
displaying data, the conclusion of the research can be taking. In
this research, conclusion was draw continuously throughout the
course of the study. The researcher was like to write up not
only what she has seen each day but also her interpretation of
those observation. The researcher took conclusion other
presenting and analyzing. The researcher reports his or her
research finding in detail that shown the new finding different
with the other research.
Based on the explanation above, it can be drawn as the diagram
below:
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Diagram 1.1
Data analysis of interactive model from Miles and Huberman(1994)
G. The Trustworthines of the Data
Data trustworthiness guarantee the stability and confidence of
conclusion and data interpretation. In order to reduce possibility of
misinterpretation a variety of procedures including redundancy of data
gathering and procedural challenges to explanation are employed
(eCompte, 1984 in stake, 1994:241). To avoid biases, data have to be
gathered from many ways (or method) and seen from many views to
obtain complete evidences before drawing a complete and whole
conclusion. For qualitative work, this multi perspective technique is often
called triangulation.
Triangulation is believed as a process of using multiple perceptions to
clarify meaning, verifying the respectability of an observation or
interpretation to reduce the possibility of misinterpretation. In analyzing
the data, researcher also needs to analyze the validity of the data sources to
Data Reduction
Data Display
Collecting the data
Conclusion/verification
data
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get the valid data. To prove and to check the data validation of a data
scientifically and responsibly, qualitative research must use the relevant
technique of data analysis. To get the validity and reality of the research,
the researcher use triangulation. Triangulation is technique analysis of data
which is benefited something out of data itself in order to check the result
of data or as data comparer (Moleong, 2001:178).
Patton (1984) in Sutopo (2002:78) classify four types of triangulation
technique namely: (1) data/source triangulation, in which the researcher
uses some sources to collecting the data to make validation,
(2)investigation triangulation, in which the validation of the data can be
examined by some researcher, (3) methodological triangulation, in which
the researcher can validate the data by using some technique in collecting
the data, and (4) theoretical triangulation is used with more one theory to
discuss related to the topic discussion.
The triangulation used in this research is the methodological
triangulation. In validating the data, the researcher compares the data that
the researcher found during observation, the data found from observation
and interview. After observing the teaching learning process, the
researcher does the crosschecking them to the data of interviews.
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CHAPTER IV
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
In this chapter, the researcher discusses the research findings and
discussions. The research finding consists of the description of the data found.
The research findings will discuss by presenting the data from observation and
interview. This chapter describe about the students’ learning strategies in English
learning process. Also the advantages of implemented the learning strategies for
the eighth grade students of MTs Negeri Filial Popongan in the academic year
2014/2015.
A. RESEARCH FINDINGS
1. The learning strategies implemented by the students at the eighth
grade of MTs Negeri Filial Popongan in the academic year 2014/2015
Based on the observation and data found from the teacher’s lesson
plan, the procedures of teaching learning activities are divided into three
steps. There are opening, main activities and closing.
First is opening, the teacher opens the meeting by saying basmallah
together, it wished all the activities would be easier by the grace of god.
The teacher also greets the students by saying “Assalamu’alaikum
warahmatullahi wabarakatuh” and “good morning, how everything today?.
The teacher greets them in order to get students’ attention to him and the
lesson would be begun. After opening, the teacher checks the attendance
list. The teacher asks to the students such as “who is absent today?” this is
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done by the teachers to check the students’ attendance list faster. If the
teacher should ask to the students attendance list by mentioning or calling
one by one will only waste the time. Based on the document of attendance
list, most of the students in VIII B always attended the meeting diligently.
They are not absent without any other reasons, expect ill or any agenda
that are explained on the permission letter, after checking students’
attendance list, the teacher asks the previous activity such as “is there any
homework?” what kinds of materials we discussed in the last meeting?”.
By asking those questions the students would remember and review the
previous material which had been learned.
In the beginning, the teacher uses to warm up the students. It is also the
way of the teacher in motivating the students. The warming up can be like
giving question or stores related to the topic which would be discussed.
During the teaching learning process sometimes the teacher uses English
and Indonesian language to build communication and to convey the
materials. In main activities the teacher uses three steps. Those are
exploration, elaboration and confirmation.
1) Exploration. The activities in exploration session can be reading,
listening, or watching something related to the topic or theme. It is
hoped to build the students’ curiosity related to the topic. The teacher
gives example around the environment related to the topic. That day,
the material is narrative text. Before explain the material, the teacher
gives the example to the students related to the narrative text especially
in near of home. The students give feedback and answer the teacher’s
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question. The students give the example such as Prambanan temple,
Ratubokoh temple, and so on.
2) Elaboration, in this process of elaboration the teacher encourages the
students to raise the questioning related to the unknown information
from the observation process. The teacher explains the material of
narrative text and gives the evaluation or assessment related to the
topic. The teacher gives the task to the students related to the topic and
the story of narrative text on that day is “Snow White and 7 gnomes”.
3) Confirmation. The students should present their work, individual or
group in the front of class. The teacher usually gives feedback based
on students’ presentation and the teacher gives confirmation or
correcting the task based on the story. The last activity is closing. The
teacher reviews and gives the homework related to the narrative text.
Then the teacher points the students randomly to lead the praying.
Finally, the teacher closes the meeting by saying hamdalah together
and wassalamu’alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh.
a. Learning strategies used by the students in listening skill
Listening is the language skill that used most frequently.
Listening skill is one of English skill that have to be mastered by the
foreign language learners. The student has some strategies to improve
their listening ability. Cognitive strategy is their strategy inside the
classroom. It is more limited to specific listening task and they involve
more direct manipulation of the learning material itself. It has a purpose
to catch all the material while listening comprehension is starting.
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Based on the observation and interview, the students apply
cognitive strategy in their listening skill. Subcategories of cognitive
strategy are used by the students in their listening skill namely note
taking, keywords, inference and repetition.
Based on the researcher observation the students prepare a note
or a book to write the difficult words or keywords before listening is
started. This observation can be proved from the students’ interview
below;
“Biasanya sebelum listening di mulai saya menyiapkan buku
catatan mbak, buat kata-kata yang belum saya tau.”
“Pas listening mau mulai saya siapkan buku tulis buat nyatet
kata yang di dengar nanti mbak.”
“menyiapkan buku sama alat tulis sebelum listening di mulai,
kalo ada kata yang tidak tau bisa di tulis.”
“nyiapin buku kalo ga ya kertas buat nyatet kata-kata yang
penting.”
“siap-siap puplen sama keras buat nyatet kata-kata yang di
dengar nanti pas listening.” (Appendix 2; interview transcript)
From the statement above, the students use note taking strategy
to make easy in their listening skill. Note taking is take a note the
important point, outline or summary of information presented orally
while listening or reading. Note taking strategy can be proven when the
students prepare a paper or a book to catch all the material while listening
section is starting. The purpose when using note taking is to make easy to
understand the material through writing down some keywords or difficult
words. Therefore, the researcher concludes that the students apply note
taking in their listening skill.
Keyword is remembering a new word in the second language by
identifying a familiar word. Keyword is one of subcategory in the
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cognitive strategy that used by the student in listening skill. Based on the
researcher observation, the students use keyword strategy to identify a
familiar word that they hear in listening section.
“saya dengarkan dulu baru saya cari kata yang saya tau.”
“tak dengerin dulu baru kalo ada kata yang sulit baru tak cari.”
“saya dengarkan lalu saya cari kata yang mudah dan saya tau.”
“didengerin terus saya cari kata-kata yang mudah apa.”
“Saya dengarkan dulu terus kalau ada kata-kata yang saya tau
saya cata.” (Appendix 2; interview transcript)
Based on the statement above, the students find the familiar
word that knows in the listening class. The students listen carefully to
find the keyword in every sentence that they hear. It helps the students
enough to catch the material when listening class is starting.
On the other side, the researcher also concludes that the students
use English learning strategies outside of classroom. The data of
observation found that the students try to exposure themselves in
listening through audio program such as listening to English song and
listening to English program and audio visual such as watching English
movie outside of classroom.
“kadang kalo dirumah suka nonton film animasi yang
berbahasa inggris.”
“suka nonton film barat mbak, apalagi yang film action.”
“biasanya nonton film barat sambil baca tulisan di bawahnya
mbak. Kan ga tau artinya.”
“kalo pas nonton film yang pake bahas inggris lebih sering lihat
tulisan artinya mbak, biar bisa tau artinya.”
“suka nonton mbak, kan sudah ada artinya jadi nontonnya
sambil baca terjemahannya.heheee.”(Appendix 2: interview
transcript)
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Repetition is imitating other people’s speech overtly or silently.
Based on the observation the students like listening music as English
song, usually the students listening music more than one to memorize the
lyrics.
“saya dengerin lagu sambil baca lirik biar bisa ngikuti
lagunya.”
“lagunya di putar ulang terus sambil ikut nyanyi.”
“lagunya di ulang-ulang terus sampai bisa ngikuti nyanyinya
apa.”
“dengerin lagunya sambil baca lirik biar tau artinya juga
mbak.”
“lagunya di ulang-ulang sambil nyari liriknya.”(Appendix 2;
interview transcript)
Based on the statement above, the student are listening the songs
more than one to memorize the lyrics. If the students can not follow the
songs, they found the lyric first and sang the song more than once. This
strategy helps them in their listening ability. Beside that they also can
increase their vocabularies and pronunciation.
b. Learning strategies used by the students in speaking skill
Speaking is the most difficult skill for the foreign language
learners. Based on the observation the students have difficulties to speak
English in speaking class. When the teacher ask them to come forward to
speak English the students always confuse about the words that they want
to talk about. The students do not speak English fluently but they try to
improve their speaking ability by using some strategies.
Metacognitive strategies refer to learners’ behavior in centering,
arranging, planning, and evaluating their learning. It means that
metacognitive strategies are a term to express executive function,
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strategies which require planning for learning, thinking about the
learning process as it is taking place, monitoring of one’s production or
comprehension and evaluating learning after an activity is completed.
Metacognitive strategies also refer to method used to help students
understand the way they learn, it means that students processes designed
are to learn as the way they can understand easily.
“saya mencari topic yang mudah agar menghafalnya juga
mudah mbak.”
“cari topiknya yang gampang seperti kegiatan sehari-hari biar
mudah mengingatnya.”
“saya pilih topic yang mudah saja mbak yang ada di sekitar
seperti greeting.”
“kalo tugas buat dialog biasanya saya cari tema yang mudah.
Supaya nanti buatnya ga susah. Terus kalo misal di suruh maju
ke depan biar mudah ngafalinnya.”
“saya cari topic yang mudah mbak biar menghafalnya juga
mudah.”
“Pilih topic yang gampang supaya mudah buat nya sekalian
menghafalnya.” (Appendix 2; interview transcript)
In this strategy the students apply one subcategories of
metacognitive strategies namely selective attention. Selective attention is
attending to key word, phrases, ideas, linguistics markers, type of
information. Based on statement above the students choose the easy topic
when practicing English in front of the class. The students make a dialog
with easy topic before they present their dialog in front of the class. The
students work together with their peer to finish the task. Therefore, when
the students are speaking in front of the class they will expand the points
or important words that they memorize before.
Cognitive strategies are one type of learning strategy that
learners use in order to learn more successfully. In the opportunity, the
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students use subcategories of cognitive strategies namely imagery and
repetition.
1) Imagery is relating new information to visual concepts in
memory through visualization in order to remember easily.
Based on the researcher observation the students use
illustration that has relation with the topic to memorize the
dialog easily.
“Biar mempermudah menghafalkan saya
membayangkan hal-hal yang ada hubungannya dengan
dialog yang sudah di buat.”
“saya kadang bayangin topic yang berhubungan
dengan dialog yang sudah di buat, biar mudah
mengingatnya.”
“untuk mempermudah waktu menghafal saya
membayangka hal-hal yang berhubungan dengan
dialog yang saya buat bareng saya temen.”
“untuk mempermudah waktu menghafal saya
membayangkan hal-hal yang berhubungan dengan
dialog yang saya buat bareng sama temen, biar mudah
di ingetnya mbak.” (Appendix 2; interview transcript)
Based on the statement above, the students use illustration
that has relation with words to memorize something to learn
English. In this strategy without memorizing all of the words
in the text they can memorize the dialog, and it make them
memorize easily.
2) Repetition is imitating a language model, including overt
practice and silent rehearsal. In repetition strategy, the
students try to memorize the dialog or text of English
speaking exercise more than one. The students keep in their
mind the dialog or texts that they made by themselves or by
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their group until memorize it before they speak in front of
the class.
“sebelum dapat giliran maju biasanya bacanya di
ulang-ulang dulu biar hafal.”
“dialog yang sudah di buat di baca berulang-ulang
sambil menghafal.”
“biasanyasaya baca sampai 3x dulu, kalo belum hafal
saya ulang terus sampai bias hafal.”
“saya baca berulang-ulang dulu terus praktek sama
temen sebelum maju ke depan kelas mbak.”
“di baca lebih dari sekali, di ulang terus sampai
hafal.”
(Appendix 2: interview transcript)
Social strategy is action learners take interaction with others to
assist their own language learning. In the speaking skill, the students
apply one subcategories of social strategy that is cooperation.
Cooperation refers to how are learners discussing or working together.
The students apply this strategy by working together with one or more
friends to get information, feedback, solve problems or get language
activity model. The students apply this strategy to practice the dialog
with their friend in front of the class when the speaking class started.
This strategy helps them in their speaking ability especially in
pronunciation and increases their vocabulary. Besides that, the students
can discuss and work together with their friends. It can be proved from
the students’ interview below:
“kalo buat dialog bareng sama temen sebangku”
“Buat dialognya berpasangan sama temen.”
“buat dialognya sama temen satu kelompok mbak.”
“saya baca berulang-ulang dulu terus praktek sama temen
sebelum nanti maju ke depan kelas mbak.”
“waktu itu baca dialog sama temen di depan kelas.”
(Appendix 2; interview transcript)
55
c. Learning strategies used by the students in reading skill
Reading is skill or activity of getting information from books.
Reading subject in English class usually read some text and then answer
some question about it. The students get some problems to understand
when they read English text. In this strategy the students use one
subcategories of metacognitive strategies namely directed attention and
one of cognitive strategies namely resourcing.
Metacognitive strategy is skill that student use to manage their
own language learning. The students use only one subcategory in
metacognitive strategy. Based on the researcher observation the students
use directed attention in reading lesson.
“saya baca dulu teksnya sampai paham baru jawab
pertanyaannya.”
“sebelum menawab soal, teksnya di baca dulu. Kalo sudah tau
isinya tentang apa baru mulai menjawab soalnya .”
“sebelum menjawab soal saya baca dulu isinya tentang apa.
Kalo sudah tau baru jawab pertanyaanya.”
“Kalo ada kata yang sulit saya artikan dulu kemudian baru
jawab pertanyaanya.”
“teksnya di baca dulu terus kalo ada kata yang ga tau di artikan
dulu baru setelah itu jawab soalnya.”
(Appendix 2: interview transcript)
Directed attention is deciding to concentrate on general aspects
of a learning task. Based on statement above the students usually focus
on the content of the text. This strategy helps the students to answer the
question of the text correctly. Directed attention helps the students to
increase their ability in reading skill.
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Cognitive strategy is one type of learning strategy that learners
use in order to learn more successfully. Based on the researcher
observation, the students use dictionary to find the difficult word. Based
on the interview, the students apply one subcategories of cognitive
strategy that is resourcing. Resourcing is making use of language
materials such as dictionary. The students use dictionary when they find
difficulties in reading text. It is good way for them to know the content of
the text that they read, and this strategy can increase their vocabulary
also. This strategy helps the students to answer the question of the text
correctly and increase their reading ability. It can be shown as a follow:
“kalo ada kata-kata yang sulit dalam teks saya cari di kamus
dulu artinya apa.”
“kalo baca teks biasanya sambil buka kamus mbak, ada yang ga
tau artinya.”
“biasanya tanya temen, kalo ga ada yang tau baru buka kamus
mbak.”
“saya baca sekilas dulu. Kalo nemu kata-kata yang sulit saya
cari di kamus.”
“saya baca dulu teksnya lalu kalo ada kata yang ga tau saya
cari di kamus.”
(Appendix 2: interview transcript)
d. Learning strategies used by the students in writing skill
Writing is a way to product language, by using writing we can
share our idea, feeling or anything that exist in our mind. Based on the
interview, the student has difficulties on writing skill. Therefore, the
students apply subcategories of social strategies to improve their writing
skill. The strategy that they used is question for clarification. Question
for clarification is asking a teacher for repetition, paraphrasing,
explanation and or example. It can be shown as a follow:
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“kalau ada tugas buat karangan saya sering Tanya ke pak
guru mbak.”
“kalau ada tugas menulis biasanya saya buat pake bahasa
Indonesia dulu baru di terjemahkan ke bahasa inggris
mbak. Itu juga saya tanya ke pak guru terus.”
“kalo ada tugas membuat cerita ya saya sering tanya ke
pak guru. Sudah bener apa belum.”
“kalau di suruh buat cerita sendiri saya belum bisa mbak,
soalnya ada tensis-tensisnya itu lho. Jadi kesulitan kalo
mau buat jadi saya sering tanya ke pak guru.”
“kalau buat cerita saya buat ke bahasa Indonesia baru di
ganti ke bahasa Inggris terus di cek sama pak guru sudah
benar atau belum.”(Appendix 2: interview transcript)
This strategy refers to learner’s activity involving other people
by asking question and correction to their teacher. The students are
asking their teacher or private teacher to help finishing the task especially
in writing lesson. This way helps the students to increase their writing
ability.
2. The advantages of implementation learning strategies used by the
students
Knowing the important of language learning strategies is a
significant thing for the learners. Many people are not aware that learning
strategies are important aspect in learning foreign language. Those learners
just follow the teacher’s instruction. Only few learners are aware the
importance of language learning strategies that can make an effective way
in learning the language.
Strategies influence students’ habit in teaching learning process
because it allows students to be independent students and learn
responsibly. Using language learning strategies appropriately can make
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improvement in learners’ language skills. Language learning is important
aspect learning foreign language because it is the basic aspect in learning
language which can make learners improve their knowledge of the
language. The advantages of implementation the learning strategy in the
class were:
1) The direct language strategies
The direct class is composed of memory, cognitive and
compensation strategies. Memory strategies refer to
strategies employed by learner in storing and retrieving
information. It can be useful for the students (1) to classify
the language material, (2) to remember new words by using
auditory or visual links, (3) to remember new language
information based on its sounds, (4) to place new word into
a context.
Cognitive strategies are typically found to the most
popular strategies with language learners. They help learner;
(1) to practice sounds as pronunciation and intonations, (2) to
say or do something over and over, (3) to use skimming or to
determine the main idea or specifics points and to make a
summary or abstract of a longer passage. The students realized
that when spoke English still used mother tongue/region accent
and also sometimes there were some words that still strange in
their ears, so made them cannot said correctly. When strategies
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are used, it is usually used consciously. Many strategies are
used as much as situation happens.
“sebelum dapat giliran maju, bacanya di ulang-ulang
dulu biar hafal.”
“saya dengerin lagu sambil baca lirik biar bisa ngikuti
lagunya.”
“lagunya di putar ulang terus sambil iku nyanyi.”
“lagunya di ulang-ulang terus sampai bisa ikut
nyanyinya apa.”
“saya baca berulang-ulang dulu terus praktek sama
temen sebelum maju ke depan kelas mbak.”
“biasanya pas nonton film sambil baca tulisan di
bawahnya, biar tau artinya sekalian belajar cara
ngucapinnya.”
(Appendix 2: interview transcript)
From the statement above, the students can practice to
speak English as often as possible so that they can speak
English fluently. If there were some words that they did not
know how to pronounce, they can check to the dictionary first.
Cognitive strategy also could increase the vocabulary
mastery, it can be shown are as follow;
“kalo ada kata-kata yang sulit dalam teks saya cari di
kamus dulu artinya apa.”
“saya dengerin lagu sambil baca lirik biar bisa ngikuti
lagunya,”
“kalo ada kata-kata yang sulit dalam teks saya cari di
kamus dulu artinya apa.”
“kalo baca teks biasanya sambil buka kamus mbak,
ada yang ga tau artinya.”
“biasanya tanya temen, kalo ga ada yang tau baru
buka kamus mbak.”(Appendix 2: interview transcript)
In applying strategies, there is no guaranteed to follow
the step for every situation. It depends on students’ flexibility
in the way their learning activities.
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Compensation strategies give the advantages for the students
refer to learner behavior in using language;(1) to compensate
their lack of appropriate vocabulary and, (2) help the
students to make up of lack grammatical knowledge. This
strategies help learner to overcome limitation in speaking
skill.
2) The indirect language strategies
The indirect class is made up of metacognitive strategies
for coordinating the learning process. Metacognitive strategy
such as over viewing, organizing, paying attention, setting
goals and objectives, considering purpose and self monitoring
and so on can help the students become an effective learner in
learning language. This strategy also can make the learners
easier to understand the lesson with paying attention in the
classroom.
Affective strategies refer to how learner can lower their
anxieties; control their emotions and how they motivate
themselves. The students felt nervous and unconfident when
they present in front of class using English. They usually use
the strategy to increase their confident like more prepare with
their material before present their task in front of the class and
took a deep breath before come forward.
“sebelum maju biasanya menyiapkan materi terlebih
dulu.”
“sebelum maju saya hela nafas dulu mbak, biar tidak
grogi.”
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“saya praktek sama temen sebelum nanti maju ke depan
kelas mbak.”
(Appendix 2; interview transcript)
The last is social strategies, social strategy refer to learner’
activities involving other people for instance; by asking
question to their teacher or their peer; by cooperating with
peers and by asking correction. Social strategy is a language
learning strategy that facilitate the learner to communicate
with others.
B. Discussion
Based on the research findings, the researcher discusses the finding
of research. The discussion contains of learning strategy used by the eighth
grade students in MTs Negeri Filial Popongan in their learning English
activity. In the discussion section, the researcher tried to make description of
the research findings with the relevant references.
The model of learning strategies in research findings is relevant to the
learning strategies model stated by O’Malley and Chamot (1985: 582). In
teaching English as a foreign language divided language learning strategies
into three main sub categories, namely metacognitive strategies, cognitive
strategies, and socio-affective strategies. First, metacognitive strategies, the
strategies which involved planning for learning, thinking about learning
process as it is taking place, monitoring of one’s production or
comprehension, and evaluating learning after an activity is completed.
Among the main metacognitive strategies, it is possible to include advance
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organizers, directed attention, selective attention, self-management,
functional planning, self-monitoring, delayed production, self-evaluation.
Second, cognitive strategies are more limited to specific learning tasks and
they more involve more directed manipulation of the learning material itself.
Third, socio-affective strategies have to do with social mediating activities
and interacting with others.
Based on the statement above the learning strategies used by the
students at eighth grade students of MTs Negeri Filial Popongan in their
English learning activity are;
1. Listening skill
In the learning process, the students used learning strategies relevant
with O’Malley et al theory. In their listening skill, the students apply
cognitive strategy. They use three subcategories of cognitive strategy.
First, note taking is used the students when listening class by writing the
difficult words or keywords by preparing a book before listening is started.
Second, keyword is used the students by identifying familiar words that
they know when listening class is started. Third, repetition is used by the
students when listen to the English song more than one to increase their
listening ability. The implementation of these strategies were effective and
helps the learner to be more concentration and the students understood
what the material explained or listened.
2. Speaking skill
Selective attention is one of the metacognitive strategy that used by
the students to make easy in their speaking learning. Selective attention
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used the students by choosing the topic before make a task in speaking
exercise. Two subcategories of cognitive strategy are imagery and
repetition also used by the students in speaking skill. One subcategory of
social strategies namely is cooperation. The students used this strategy to
discussing and working together with their friends.
Based on the statement above, the students used these strategies
relevant with O’Malley and Chamot’s theory. The students tried to speak
English in the class as can as possible. It can help the students to increase
their speaking skill.
3. Reading skill
In the reading skill the student applied the learning strategies that
relevant with O’Malley and Chamot’s theory (1985: 582). Directed
attention is deciding in advance to attend in general to a learning task and
to ignore irrelevant distracters. Directed attention and resourcing are the
strategy used by the students in the reading skill. In this case, the students
read a text to know the content of the text is called directed attention. One
of the cognitive strategies that applied by the students is resourcing
translation. The students used dictionary to find the difficult word and it
help the students to make easier in translating a text.
4. Writing skill
Asking question and correction to their teacher is the strategy are
used by the students in writing skill, it called question for clarification. It is
relevant with the learning strategies by O’Malley and Chamot (1985: 582).
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The students used this strategy in their writing skill and get knowledge
when they asked their teacher to make a correction with their task.
There are a lot of differences of learning strategies used by the
students in their English learning activities. The differences happened in the
all English skills; they are listening, speaking, reading and writing. The
learning strategies that the students used give the different effect to students
especially in the result of learning process. By using various learning
strategies in English learning activities, the researcher concludes four effect
of employing various learning strategies. The four effects are being smart
students, getting the best score, mastering vocabulary well and increasing
their English ability.
The learning strategies also give the advantages to the students in
their learning process. The advantages of the learning strategies that apply by
the students are; (1) Using language learning strategies appropriately can
make improvement in learners’ language skills. (2) It can be useful for the
students to classify the language material, to remember new words by using
auditory or visual links, and to remember new language information based on
its sounds, (3) make the learners easier to understand the lesson with paying
attention in the classroom, and (4) allows the students to interact with each
others.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
A. Conclusion
Based on explanation in the previous chapter, the researcher wants to
give some conclusion of the contain of this thesis. Based on the researcher
describing and analyzing in the previous chapter the researcher concludes
that the learning strategies used by the students at eighth grade student of
MTs Negeri Filial Popongan apply the three main classification of learning
strategies by O’Malley and Chamot. The three main classification of
learning strategies are metacognitive strategy, cognitive startegy, and social-
affective strategy.
The students at the eighth grade of MTs Negeri Filial Popongan apply
nine learning strategies in their English skill. The learning strategies that the
students used are two subcategories of metacognitive strategy namely,
directed attention and selective attention; five subcategories of cognitive
strategy namely, note taking, keyword, imagery, repetition, and resourcing;
and two subcategories of social affective strategy namely, question for
clarification and cooperation.
Based on the description above, the learning strategies used by the
students give affect for the students’ success in learning English. The
advantages of the learning strategies that apply by the students are; (1) Using
language learning strategies appropriately can make improvement in learners’
language skills. (2) It can be useful for the students to classify the language
material, to remember new words by using auditory or visual links, and to
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remember new language information based on its sounds, (3) make the
learners easier to understand the lesson with paying attention in the
classroom, and (4) allows the students to interact with each others.
B. Suggestion
The researcher has some suggestion for the teacher, the students and
other researcher. The suggestions are as follow;
1. For the teachers
a. The teacher should give more motivation to the students in order to
the students can be motivated to use their learning strategies to
improve their ability by using some methods in teaching learning
process.
b. The teacher should be cognizant of the learning strategies used by
the students to make more effective in teaching process especially
in teaching English.
2. For the students
a. The students have to do more practice English exercise in order to
success in their English skill.
b. The students who get a low mark in English should be learnt and
practice more to improve their English skill by using more learning
strategies.
3. For the other researcher
This research study was about the language learning strategies at the
eighth grade students of MTs Negeri Filial Popongan. It is expected for
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the other researcher that the result of the study can be used as
additional reference for the next research about learning strategies in
other source.
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